
AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF 
THE LIFE OF COLONEL 
ARTHUR J. vanNOSTRAND

BY THE COMMITTEE ON BIOGRAPHY 
(Reprinted from the 1940 Annual Report)

Bom on October 14th, 1861, in the 
Township of Whitchurch, County of 
York, Ontario, the eighth of nine 
children of John vanNostrand and 
his wife Anna Maria (Marsh) and of 
the seventh generation descended 
from Jacob Jansen vanNoordstromdt 
who migrated from Holland to New 
York State in 1638. Was educated at 
the Public School and the New
market High School.

In July, 1879, passed the Prelimi
nary Examination for Land Survey
ing and was articled as a pupil for 3 
years’ service with PS. Gibson, PL.S. 
of Willowdale.

In May, 1881, Articles were trans
ferred to Major A.C. Webb with whom 
I acted as assistant on Dominion 
Land Surveys in the vicinity of Forts 
Ellice and QuAppelle North West 
Territories, but again transferred Ar
ticles back to PS. Gibson in Novem
ber, 1881.

In October, 1882, passed Examina
tion to Practise as an Ontario Land 
Surveyor and in November, 1882, 
passed the Exam ination for 
Dominion Land Surveyor. In 1883 
and 1884 he was engaged with Major 
A.C. Webb and Joseph Doupe on Sur
veys for the Dominion Government 
including office returns. On April 
15th, 1885, entered into partnership 
with Thomas B. Speight and under 
the firm name of Speight and van
Nostrand carried on a general prac
tice of land surveying.

In 1886 took an active part in or
ganizing the Association of Provincial 
Land Surveyors. On June 1st, 1887, 
m arried Kathleen G. Logan, 
daughter of Canon William Logan, 
M.A., of Fenelon Falls, who 
predeceased me on February 12th, 
1934. In 1890 was elected Secretary- 
TVeasurer of Association of Provincial 
Land Surveyors and continued in of
fice until 1900, was elected Vice- 
President in 1897 and President in 
1898.

In 1893 entered the "Corps of 
Guides" as Lieutenant; was promoted 
to the Ranks of Captain, Major and 
Lt.-Colonel in 1911, also acted as In
telligence Officer from 1896 to 1911 
in Militia reorganization. In 1899 to 
1903 the firm of Speight and van
Nostrand was enlarged by the admis
sion of A.T. Ward, O.L.S. In 1911 
elected a Member of the Committee 
of Management of the Canadian 
Military Institute and was made 
Vice-President in 1915.

Served as Divisional Intelligence 
Officer with the Canadian Militia 
Contingent in attendance at the 
Coronation of King George V.

In 1914 was elected President of 
the Engineers’ Club of Toronto. On 
July 16th, 1915, enlisted for overseas 
service with the 74th Batt., C.E.F., as 
Junior Major and on March 16th, 
1916, received the appointment of 
2nd in Command and left for over
seas. During war service was
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engaged on special work of bombing 
instructor in Witley and Bramshott 
Training Areas, also at Terdigham, 
France. Then with Forestry Corps in 
France and in 1918 appointed in 
charge of Epsom Khaki College.

Arrived back in Canada on 
February 19th, 1919, and resumed 
practice with Speight & vanNostrand 
and R.M. Anderson.

In 1936 having completed 50 years 
of Partnership, the 2 original mem
bers retired. Subsequent to retire

ment was engaged in research work 
and other hobbies.

In all, 30 articled pupils had 
served under articles with the firm of 
Speight & vanNostrand.

General information: - United Em
pire Loyalist stock; Anglican and 
Freemason; was identified with the 
following Societies: Ontario Land 
Surveyors, Dominion Land Sur
veyors, Professional Engineers of 
Ontario, U.E. Loyalist Association, 
York Pioneers, Canadian Military In

stitute, Engineers’ Club of Toronto 
(Past President). The Royal 
Canadian Institute and Canadian 
Red Cross.

Col. A. J. vanNostrand died on May 
23rd, 1939, and was buried at St. 
John’s Church-yard, York Mills. He is 
survived by four daughters, Mrs. 
R.D. Campbell, Elgin Mills; Mrs. 
Basil W. Wedd Lille, France; Mrs.
H.A. Molyneaux York Mills; Mrs. 
R.B. Hutchison, Toronto.
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VETERAN’S LUNCHEON

(Reprinted from the 1944 Annual Report)

Mr. Geo. A. McCubbin again oc
cupied the chair at the Annual 
Luncheon of the Veterans held on 
February 16th, which was enjoyed by 
twenty-eight members.

After the inner man had been 
satisfied Mr. McCubbin called upon a 
number of those present for a few 
words and then Mr. A.P. Walker 
proved to be in a reminiscent mood 
and told of the early days.

Most of those present learned with 
deep regret for the first time of the 
death of Mr. E.R. Bingham. Not 
knowing of Mr. Bingham’s death it 
had been arranged to read from a 
paper prepared about a year ago by 
Mr. Bingham telling with much 
humour of his first trip into Northern

Ontario. There was thus lent a spe
cial interest to his closing lines:

I’ve followed the survey in far 
northern woods;
Run rivers and rapids with out
fit and goods:
Heard thump of the paddle, the 
song of the crew,
From daylight to dark in the 
loaded canoe;
I’ve packed o’er the portage, past 
falls and through swamps;
By lakes and by rivers we’ve set 
up our camps.
I’ve chopped and I’ve chained 
and I’ve run the straight line;
I’ve shot the Pole Star and Ive 
taken the time.

I’ve travelled enough; though 
the joumeying’s fine,
I long for old friends, for the 
home that is mine.
My country I’ve roamed; in its 
mountains I’ve been;
Its rivers, its prairies and cities 
have seen.
Their beauties I love, and 111 
never regret
The places I’ve viewed and the 
people I’ve met.
Yet footsteps so eager, and fond 
thoughts pursue 
My hearthside and friends that 
are loyal and true.
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